
Issue 04

LEG 
INSPECTIONS
Pg. 2

QHSE AT STOWEN
Pg. 5

www.stowengroup.com

COLIN'S CORNER
DRILLING 
PACKAGE 
UPGRADE 
Pg. 9

While the industry talks 
about creating diversity, 

we've been doing it.
Welcome to Women in Energy - Pg. 9



www.stowengroup.com

2

LEG INSPECTION

During a rig move an international drilling 

contractor suffered a failure to a jacking gear 

train while jacking down. This failure resulted 

in significant damage to one of the cord racks. 

Fortunately the rig was able to continue to jack 

down and the rig move was completed without 

further incident. Once the rig was in port Stowen 

was contracted to survey the damage and 

complete the repairs.

THE SURVEY

The scope of the survey was to complete a Close 

Visual Inspection (CVI) of the damage. A three-

man NDT rope access team was deployed with the 

following objectives:

• Confirm quantity of individual leg sections within 

the leg structure affected.

• Confirm quantity of teeth that have been 

sheared off / damaged.

• Take dimensions from damage to leg section 

splices and tubular braces.

• Close Visual Inspection and dimensional check 

of jacking column.

The CVI survey confirmed that the damage had 

been limited to one individual leg section between 

300’ to 330’. Two teeth had been completely 

sheared off the rack and seven other teeth showed 

signs of damage. Following an additional UT 

inspection of the damaged teeth it was confirmed 

they were beyond repair.

THE REPAIR

Working closely with the clients engineering 

department and DNV, a plan was developed to 

completely replace the 9-4 ½” / 3048mm damaged 

section of rack weighing in at 7.5t. This process is 

believed to be a world first for a rig of this size and 

class and certainly a first for the client. The plan 

was executed by jacking the rig up to the required 

elevation and building a habitat completely around 

the damaged leg section. The habitat was required 

to give protection from adverse weather conditions 

in the region which were often below 0°C with 

high wind speeds and heavy rain. Once the habitat 

had been completed, a 14-person team of multi-

skilled rig builders comprising of heat treatment 

techs, 6GR coded welders and fitters, L3 riggers 

& NDT inspectors was mobilised to commence 

the actual repairs. Working 24hrs a day in often 

very challenging conditions the team was able to 

complete the repairs without incident, on schedule 

and within budget.
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INTRODUCTION  
FROM THE CEO

The future remains green!

In 2017 Pantone called it colour of the year.  That’s 

how big of a deal green has become!  Yet, as Kermit 

the frog once crooned, “it's not easy being green”.

At Stowen both the challenges of lowering our 

carbon footprint and the opportunities the energy 

mix transition present remain at the forefront 

of our daily business activities.  The continuing 

rapid growth of renewables is leading to the most 

diversified fuel mix ever seen, on course to provide 

at least 14% of the global energy mix by 2040.  This 

is further increased in the UK with a target of 32% 

renewable energy by 2030.

Over the last 4 years, we have worked diligently to 

expand the core of our business into the renewable 

sector, focusing on operational efficiency, project 

delivery and sales effectiveness that is clearly 

demonstrated by our strong performance and 

profitable growth with Stowen Clean Energy in 

2018.    

The Stowen philosophy, vision and ethos that 

led to the success in the oil and gas sector has 

enabled us to make significant inroads into the 

renewables market.  More than 95 percent of 

our work is repeat business. We get to know our 

customers’ businesses intimately, and partner with 

them to help them achieve their objectives. That 

commitment to our clients produces consistent 

cost advantages, profits and growth, allowing us 

to attract and retain the industry's top talent. Our 

strict dedication to safety and uncompromising 

ethics create a work environment that promotes 

employee progress.    

2018 is on course to be the most successful year 

for Stowen on the oil and gas side too.  We are 

currently forecasting a 50% increase in turnover 

vs. 2017 results.  This is a remarkable feat from the 

team considering the pressures that remain in the 

oil and gas market. The recent firming in oil prices 

in no way indicates a return to a oil boom cycle, the 

focus on efficiency, reliability and capital discipline 

is here to stay!

I trust you enjoy the articles the team have pulled 

together in this edition of Stowen news.  It’s 

great to see our ethical policies becoming such a 

significant presence in the business.

MATHEW OWEN

PRESIDENT - CEO

IN THE FRAME
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STOWEN ELECTRICAL
Stowen Electrical delivers a complete range of electrical solutions to our clients in the global 
energy sector.

We have extensive experience in inspection & testing and installing & maintaining hazardous 
area electrical systems in the oil and gas and clean energy sectors. 

Operating with competency assured and industry qualified electrical technicians working in 
accordance with our DNV accredited QHSE 9001, 14001 and 18001 systems.

Stowen electrical technicians are also IRATA certified for rope access enabling us to perform 
services at height without the need for scaffold or other expensive access solutions. 

At Stowen we undertake the full package, from initial survey to system design through to 
product supply and installation.  This multi-disciplined approach ensures all aspects of your 
electrical project are covered, whether it's a full replacement and upgrade of drilling tools 
system and LER, replacement of helideck lighting to the latest HSE standards, upgrading fire 
and gas systems or EX inspections and maintenance projects. 
 
For more information visit stowengroup.com or email enquiries@stowengroup.com 

Let Stowen Electrical exceed your expectations.

QHSE AT STOWEN
ROBERT CATCHPOLE | QHSE MANAGER

A step change in safety
At Stowen, we recognize the need to maintain and 

continually improve a strong QHSE compliance and 

governance system. This is central to the ethos of 

Stowen where we are determined to continually 

raise the bar in terms of safety for us, our clients 

and the industry as a whole. We have wide-ranging 

external certifications including: ISO 9001-2015, 

14001 and 18001, IRATA full membership, Avetta, 

Achilles FPAL and Achilles UVDB approval. An 

understanding of both the technical intricacies of 

the project as well as the client’s ethos and needs 

vary widely from project to project. So, an open 

approach is essential.

No room for complacency

Complacency is a challenge continually faced 

within the sector. The “culture factor” is an 

incessant battle and one that Stowen tackles head 

on. Stowen personnel are continually monitored 

for both competency and attitude towards Health 

and Safety. Bespoke safety training, company 

inductions, daily toolbox talks and safety 

awareness courses are just some of the steps 

taken to ensure there is no room for assumptions 

when it comes to HSE at Stowen. 

Working closely with our clients we like to have 

time to understand their full QHSE requirements, 

creating bridging documentation for aligning 

Stowen’s policies and procedures. This enables our 

team to create bespoke project-focused inspection 

test plans, risk assessments, method statements 

and toolbox talks, ensuring works are completed 

efficiently and safely with final documentation 

packs submitted for prompt signoff. 

Robert Catchpole QHSE Manager comments: 

“Working daily in some of the most 
hazardous environments, HSE is 
principal in all operations at Stowen. 
Our QHSE department is involved in 
all projects from tendering through to 
project completion and close out”.

2015 67,679
Total Hours

0
Incidents

2016 42,264
Total Hours

0
Incidents

QHSE at Stowen

2017 55,244
Total Hours

0
Incidents
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While the industry talks about creating 
diversity, we've been doing it.
Welcome to Women in Energy

Health and
social work 60%

Education 55%

Restaurants
and hotels 43%

Finance 39%

Agriculture 33%

Manufacturing 33%

Public
administration 28%

Oil and gas 22%

Stowen Are Here

4%
of companies have two or more 
female executives on the board

86%
of all companies have 
all-male executives

36%

Stowen Group is working tirelessley to improve 
gender balance and diversity in our hiring practices.
We are proud to be well above the global average 
for employing women compared to the rest of the 
sector.

Global % of women 
employed per sector

8%
of companies have one female 

executive on the board

Women on the 
board in the 

Energy Sector

Denise Hone joined our 
executive board in 2018, 
and we are looking to 
enhance that further.

Denise Hone
Sales & Marketing Director
Joined Stowen January 2018

Jane Goodley
Office & Finance Manager
Joined Stowen February 2018

Julia Lee
Offshore Multiskilled Rope Access Tech
Joined Stowen July 2015

Denise has extensive experience and strength 
in the energy sector with particular focus on 
business growth, strategy development and 
implementation for penetration into new markets. 
Joining the board of directors, Denise has 
been instrumental in the diversification of our 
integrated services in to the nuclear sector and 
delivering our services direct to operators.

With over 10 years’ experience in finance and 
office management, Jane has implemented new 
procedures to integrate all of Stowen’s regional 
offices and facilities. As Stowen continues on 
the path of expansion, improving our lines of 
communication between our office locations is 
fundamental. 

After completing her 4 year apprenticeship, 
Julia joined Stowen on the company’s improvers 
scheme. This inhouse development programme 
has seen Julia complete a number of industry 
recognised training courses (Rope Access, MPI, 
Confined Space) and gain vital offshore project 
experience. Julia now sits as one of Stowen’s core 
offshore personnel, travelling globally supporting 
operations.



Major Drilling Rig Upgrade

Late Q4 of 2017, Stowen were awarded a full 

drilling package upgrade for a Jack-Up drilling 

rig in the UK.  Stowen undertook a total turnkey 

approach to the project, from studies through to 

engineering, construction and commissioning.   

The project was one of many challenges: current 

industry fiscal pressures, tentative drilling 

contracts in place for our client and a project start 

date of ten days before Christmas!  

Typically, with a project this size extensive 

planning is everything, however drilling program 

extensions and operational constraints constricted 

the planning window.  Having worked with Stowen 

on previous projects, the client had full confidence 

in 100% on time and on budget delivery despite 

these challenges and Stowen set the wheels 

in motion with expedited surveys, engineering 

studies and procurement analysis to ensure the 

project was pre-planned for success.

With a robust schedule in place, Stowen began 

procuring materials and collating construction 

work packs before mobilizing to commence the 

destruct phase and then moving in tandem into 

the construction aspects. The project ran through 

to mid April 2018 with at times over 80 Stowen 

personnel on board.  Stowen also battled through 

the “beast from the east”, achieving project 

progress where possible in a safe manner.

Stowen personnel covered all project disciplines 

from project and construction management 

through to trades including electrical, fabrication, 

piping and rig building, utilising rope access 

personnel where required

Scopes covered during the project

• BOP & diverter control upgrade

• Choke & kill manifold upgrade

• BOP tension jacks & riser tensioning HPU 

installation

• VFD & driller's cabin installation 

• TDX 1000 installation including derrick 

modification kit, travelling equipment, VFD 

house and cooling skid 

• LER modification & installation

• CCTV installation

• SCR HVAC upgrade

• Mud pump control upgrade

• Helideck perimeter netting installation

• Various inspection scopes

• Draw works control upgrade

• Cantilever extension modification

• Cantilever festoon modification & installation

Additionally, Stowen's onshore division was able 

to support the project by carrying out structural 

and electrical modifications to the driller's cabin to 

accommodate the two new Amphoion chairs. 

COLIN'S CORNER 
 
COLIN STEWART | TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
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IN THE 
FRAME

FABRICATION AND CONSTRUCTION

Stowen has a long history in specialist construction 

and fabrication activities. We take the time to 

understand the project and the client challenges to 

create a solution.

Stowen offer complete fabrication and construction 

solutions that are delivered by our in-house teams. 

What may appear to be a simple fabrication project 

can often involve a variety of disciplines, from 

developing bespoke weld procedures through to 

pre-heat treatment, welding, post-heat treatment 

and concluding with inspection and class approved 

quality packages. Stowen cover it all even in an 

offshore rope access environment!

Over the years we have gained class approval for 

a variety of welding procedures covering an array 

of materials.  Our ability to be proactive and create 

these procedures with class approval in a short 

time frame has proven invaluable to our clients.  

Whether the need is simple fabrication, high 

pressure pipe work, large scale upgrades or new 

build fabrication, Stowen has the solution.

www.stowengroup.com
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IN THE 
FRAME

THREAD INSPECTIONS

Stowen's continual expansion 
and development of internal 
services to support client needs 
has been further bolstered. In Q1 
2018, Stowen became approved 
inspectors for drill string related 
products. 

Following requests from new and 
existing clients, it became clear 
there was a pressing need for this 
service to be offered. Stowen have 
now extended this service further 
across all divisions. 

We are proudly listed on the 
Fearnely Proctor site as approved 
inspectors for drill string related 
components, holding in date 
certification in England to 
inspect drill pipe and bottom hole 
assemblies.

Interested in learning more about 
our thread inspection services?

Please contact Denise Hone - 
Sales and Marketing Director. 
denise.hone@stowengroup.com

INSIDE 
STOWEN

New Appointment / QHSE Advisor 

Stowen are pleased to announce the new 

appointment of Danielle Bellamy as QHSE Advisor 

with effect from the 4th September 2018. 

This position has been created to further 

strengthen Stowen’s competent QHSE department. 

Diversification into Nuclear

Stowen Group Ltd continues to unlock the growth 

opportunities in the nuclear supply chain. Stowen’s 

integrated services, combined with our in-house 

innovations, have been welcomed by both the 

sector and our new clients alike. 

Denise Hone (Sales & Marketing Director) 

Comments: 

“Actively working on multiple UK nuclear sites is 
testament to the flexibility of Stowen’s full-service 
provision, adding value on projects by reducing 
the need for multiple vendors. The first six 
months of 2018 has seen Stowen gain valuable 
industry knowledge, further supporting our vision 
of delivering in the nuclear sector as a trusted 
service provider of choice”.

Nuclear energy has been powering the UK for over 

60 years. With a world-leading record for safety, 

it today generates around 20% of our electricity 

demands. 

Onshore Services Accreditation

Stowen Group Ltd's newest facility based in 

Lowestoft completed and successfully gained 

ISO 9001/14001/18001 approval, aligning the 

groups onshore services division with the existing 

accreditation Stowen holds. 

Audits were carried out to comply with the new 

version of the standard, ISO 9001:2015.

Stowen Group Announces the Opening of 
Aberdeen Office 

Stowen Group Ltd are pleased to announce the 

opening of our new office in Aberdeen, Scotland. 

This new location strengthens our commitment to 

delivering our services within the area, including 

technical sales, engineering and operations. 

The location of the new office will allow Stowen 

Group Ltd to continue to work closely with some of 

the world’s leading operators and EPC companies 

and will undoubtedly attract new potential openings 

across our integrated service provision, further 

strengthening the global offering. 

Denise Hone (Sales & Marketing Director) 

comments: 

“While Stowen’s main goal is to ensure that 
our existing clients continue to get the timely 
service and support as needed, our presence 
in Aberdeen will also allow us to extend a warm 
welcome to both new clients and suppliers”. 

www.stowengroup.com
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OUR SERVICES

We offer bespoke, turnkey solutions to our 

clients that cover a range of disciplines. Let us 

manage your project and provide our skilled 

workforce rather than dealing with multiple 

vendors and POs.

If you can't see the service you require listed, 

contact us.

www.stowengroup.com 
enquires@stowengroup.com

CONSTRUCTION 
AND FABRICATION

On and offshore fabrication 
and construction services. 
From minor modifications to 
commissioning through to 
decommissioning. 

INSPECTION AND 
INTEGRITY

Innovative inspection 
techniques developed to 
minimise downtime and 
disruption to client operation.

ELECTRICAL AND 
INSTRUMENTATION  
SERVICES

Installation, inspection and testing of 
electrical systems to the up, down and 
midstream energy sectors using multi-
skilled rope access technicians.

PIPING AND 
MECHANICAL

Full piping services from 
engineering, design and 
fabrication through to 
installation, inspection and 
maintenance.

ENGINEERING, 
SURVEYING AND 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

In-house project and engineering teams 
work closely with our clients and our 
construction groups to ensure practical 
and efficient solutions are designed.

FABRIC 
MAINTENANCE

Complementing the full 
suite of services, the fabric 
maintenance teams offer a 
complete range of modern and 
innovative blasting and coating 
processes. 

DRILLING PACKAGE 
UPGRADE

We undertake a complete 
turnkey service, from 
conceptual study to 
commissioning and closeout. 
One Vendor, One Contract!

ACCESS 
SOLUTIONS

All our multi-disciplined teams 
are IRATA and/or SPRAT 
accredited rope access 
technicians. This reduces or 
eliminates the need for scaffold 
and scaffolders.

Printed on 100% recycled paper

CRANE SERVICE 
AND MAINTENANCE

Full crane inspection and 
compliance service for offshore 
and ship cranes as well as 
onshore plant cranes and mobile 
cranes. Stowen also supplies 
complete hydraulic, mechanical 
and electrical maintenance and 
repairs for crane pumps, motors, 
gearboxes and winches.

ONSHORE AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Our core operational services 
within the sector include:

• Fabrication services
• Marine support services
• Construction and inspection
• Plant and refinery services
• Access solutions


