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INTRODUCTION  
FROM THE CEO

I’m honoured and excited to be welcoming in 

a new year as CEO of Stowen.  We have a lot 

of great things happening, many of which are 

featured in this edition of the Stowen news.  

As a company, we are fortunate to have so many 

critical elements for success already in place.  We 

maintain a diverse client portfolio across global 

territories in the markets we serve and have a pool of 

extremely talented and committed people to help us 

grow and adapt.   

2016 was a difficult year for many energy and 

infrastructure companies. We have experienced 

significant headwinds in several markets, reduced 

CAPEX in mining, government spending reductions, 

a fragile global economy and of course the continued 

volatility in the carbon energy sector.  

Throughout last year we saw Brent prices fluctuating 

between 27$/B and 58$/B resulting in an average of 

only 44$/B for the year. In this difficult environment 

Stowen has demonstrated its resilience by maintaining 

growth and profitability thanks to our depth of service 

and level of diversification. We invested aggressively 

amid the downturn to ensure we have a head-start on 

our peers. 

Where others are talking about getting 
back to growth, we are doing that 
already!  

Our FY16 results produced a great balance sheet 

albeit reflective of the current dynamic and extremely 

competitive environment.

2017 has galvanised optimism as the market shows 

signs of rebalancing. The announcement made by BP 

Chief Executive Bob Dudley detailed an increase in 

capital expenditure from $16 billion to around $17 billion. 

This felt like a significant turning point. Additionally, 

OPEC recently delivered on the production target cut 

first announced back in late September. This action 

could send global oil production into deficit relative to 

demand in 1Q17 for the first time since the beginning 

of 2014.

Stowen continue to prepare the groundwork for 

growth by strengthening our position in the Middle 

East. With several significant contracts already in 

place, 2017 is set to be a “flat out” year for us!

Elsewhere in Stowen 

Stowen Clean Energy Group continues to make an 

impact in the wind sector whilst also enjoying their 

first steps into solar. This rapidly expanding market 

will feature heavily in our future portfolio. We will keep 

you updated over the coming months.

The compliance team have had a busy start to 

2017, with Stowen being awarded a plethora of 

accreditations. ISO 14001, OSHAS 18001, IRATA 

membership and ABS accredited service provider for 

inspections. More on this on page ten.

A sincere thanks to our employees, clients, 

shareholders and board members for their support 

and commitment as we continue to move Stowen into 

a new era of success.

MATHEW OWEN

PRESIDENT - CEO

STOWEN 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Based in New York, our telecommunications division 
provides safe solutions and support to some of the 
largest communication infrastructure projects. 

We only supply technicians certified by SPRAT for 

at-height and over-the-wall working. This provides 

a safe and practical way of delivering the service 

as opposed to the more common lanyard or shock 

absorber method. 

The techniques employed by the Stowen rope access 

teams bring skill and versatility to any project, enabling 

ease of movement around complex structures to 

enable installation or upgrades on many challenging 

buildings. Safety is paramount, and our teams are 

trained to perform rescue at height if a technician is 

in need of assistance.

We operate with competency assured and industry 

qualified electrical technicians who work in 

accordance with DNV accredited QHSE 9001, 14001 

and 18001 systems. With Stowen having in-house, 

industry approved RF techs and SPRAT certified 

height techs we are able to supply a total turnkey site 

package. 

 
For more information visit stowengroup.com or email 

enquiries@stowengroup.com 

IN THE FRAME
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FABRICATION AND CONSTRUCTION

Stowen has a long history in specialist construction 

and fabrication activities. We take the time to 

understand the project and the client challenges to 

enable a solution to be created.

Stowen offer complete fabrication and construction 

solutions that are delivered by our in-house teams. 

What may appear to be a simple fabrication project 

can often involve a variety of disciplines, from 

developing bespoke weld procedures through to 

pre-heat treatment, welding, post-heat treatment 

and concluding with inspection and class approved 

quality packages.  Stowen cover it all even in an 

offshore Rope Access environment!

Over the years we have gained class approval for a 

variety of welding procedures covering an array of 

materials.  Our ability to be proactive and create these 

procedures with class approval in a short time frame 

has proven invaluable to our clients.  

Whether the need is simple fabrication, high pressure 

pipe work, large scale upgrades or new build 

fabrication,  Stowen has the solution.

www.stowengroup.com

Stowen Partner with leading industry supplier 
for Remote Monitoring Systems

Stowen have partnered with Houston-based PFL 
Supply in an exciting new venture.  PFL have an 
extensive history in technical innovation of remote 
monitoring systems.  With Stowen’s reach into drilling 
systems installation and maintenance and repair, the 
partnership with PFL to supply this system was a 
natural fit for both companies.

Imagine if your assets had eyes and ears, and could 
talk to you in real time, no matter where in the world 
you are? This is exactly what remote monitoring 
offers. The system continually monitors and collects 
data from the assets and triggers automatic alerts and 
actions, such as remote diagnostics, maintenance 
requests, and other operational processes.

Remote monitoring provides many opportunities for 
efficiencies. Not only does it bring accountability 
to the rig and maintenance personnel, it provides a 
method for pre-emptive troubleshooting. Being able 
to pinpoint and prevent a potential issue before it 
causes equipment failure or downtime.

The system can be incorporated in both the On and 
Off-Shore environment, encompassing complete 
drilling operations software systems or simply monitor 
a single device. 

Some of the current systems that we monitor include:

Hook-load weight, Standpipe pressure, RPM & Torque 

for NOV TDS-11 Top Drives, Draw works, Fault codes 
for ABB/ Omron VFDs and many more.

The system is easily customised to suit the equipment 
and devices that you want to monitor. We can also 
provide instant notification either through text 
message or email!

HIGHLIGHTS:

• Monitor electrical efficiency of a rig and help 
reduce rig non-productive time.

• Monitor all traction motors on Mud Pumps, Top 
Drive, Draw works.

• Monitor gearboxes for the Top Drive, Draw 
works, Mud Pumps.

• Receive Email/SMS notifications on alarms and 
shutdowns.

• Monitor power house faults and alarms.
• Scanning rig hot spots such as electrical plugs / 

cables/ power house/ motors etc. 
• Utilise events and diagnostics capabilities to 

solve problems more quickly and efficiently as 
well as prevent them in the future.

• 24/7 Customer support.
• Training for operating control system.

To learn more about the benefits of the system, 
please get in touch at:  
enquiries@stowengroup.com
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INSPECTION AND 
INTEGRITY 

Innovative inspection techniques 

developed to minimise downtime 

and disruption to client operation.

FABRIC MAINTENANCE

Complementing the full suite of services the fabric 

maintenance teams offer a full range of modern and 

innovative blasting and coating processes. See the 

website for full details.

PIPING AND 
MECHANICAL

Full piping services from 

engineering, design and 

fabrication through to 

installation, inspection and 

maintenance.

ACCESS SOLUTIONS

All our discipline teams are IRATA and/or 

SPRAT accredited rope access technicians,  

reducing or eliminating the need for scaffold 

and scaffolders.

ONSHORE & 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Our core operational services within the 

sector include;

• Telecommunications
• Construction and Inspection
• Plant and Refinery Services
• Access Solutions

CONSTRUCTION 
AND 
FABRICATION 

On and Offshore, fabrication 

and construction services 

from minor modifications, to 

commissioning through to 

decommissioning. 

OUR SERVICES

YOU CAN READ MORE ABOUT SELECTED SERVICES  
IN THIS EDITION OF STOWEN NEWS.

We offer bespoke, turnkey solutions to our clients that cover a range of disciplines. Let us manage your project and provide our skilled 

workforce rather than dealing with multiple vendors and POs. If you can't see the service you require listed, contact us. With four offices 

around the world we can work on any continent to your budget and timescale.

CRANE SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE 

Full crane inspection and compliance service for off-shore 

and ship cranes & onshore plant cranes and mobile cranes. 

Stowen also supply complete hydraulic, mechanical and 

electrical maintenance and repairs for crane pumps, motors, 

gearbox and winches.

ELECTRICAL AND 
INSTRUMENTATION 
SERVICES 

Installation, inspection and 

testing of electrical systems to 

the up, down and midstream 

energy sectors using multi-

skilled rope access technicians.

ENGINEERING, SURVEYING & 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

In-house project and engineering team work closely with 

our clients and our construction groups to ensure practical 

and efficient solutions are designed.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

Our website has a complete list of all the services we 

undertake, along with technical specifications and 

standards.

www.stowengroup.com

DRILLING PACKAGE 
UPGRADE

We undertake a complete 

turnkey service, from conceptual 

study to commission and close 

out. One vendor, one contract.
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OCEAN VEGA AT SEA
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In the current competitive market, it’s more important 
than ever to think like our clients.  As technical director, 
I always ensure we take the time to collaborate with 
our clients, working together as partners in delivering 
project solutions.

Every day I look at what we are offering 
our clients and ask the question:   
“How is our solution going to help our 
clients more than what our competitors 
are offering?”  

In a recent project that question was raised and 
successfully answered.

A recent change to aviation legislation has led to an 
increase in enquiries for the installation of upgraded 
helideck lighting systems compliant with the latest 
standards.  The CAA (Civil Aviation Authority) edition 
7 amendment of the CAP 437 is now starting to be 
implemented.

Whilst working on an existing project Stowen were 
approached by the client to perform this very task.  The 
client had already purchased the system but had no 
method of system installation.  As often happens the 
equipment suppliers would supply a commissioning 
technician but no installers.  The client had contacted 
a local electrical company who would supply the 
electricians but no fabricators for manufacturing the 
bracketry and more importantly no access without the 
client supplying scaffold.  What seemed like a simple 
upgrade would now involve 4-5 vendors, multiple 
personnel, multiple reports, Multiple JRA’s, bed space 
issues; in short a headache!

Stowen engaged with the client and offered the typical 
Stowen solution, a multi-skilled rope access team to 
cover the entire project.  

Stowen's rope access electrical technicians 
commenced the project by decommissioning the 
existing lighting; this was achieved in less than 4 
days.  Whilst this work was ongoing, the rope access 
plater/welders commenced with the fabrication and 
installation of the bespoke bracketry and supports for 
the lighting.

The Stowen team installed the cable tray, cables, 
perimeter lighting, status lighting, repeater lighting 
on and around the helideck, and also installed the 
control panel in the control room to enable a complete 
installation.  On power up, Stowen identified some 
component issues hindering full commissioning.  The 
system supplier rectified these swiftly in tandem with 
the Stowen engineers.

The project was completed within 14 days, this 
included decommissioning, installation, testing and 
inspecting and commissioning.  A flawless project 
execution achieved by diligence, thorough planning 
and a safety-focussed team.  Well done to all involved!

To discuss any queries or requirement regarding 
helideck lighting system installation, please get in 
touch: colin.stewart@stowengroup.com

COLIN  STEWART

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR

AROUND 
STOWEN

COLIN'S
CORNER

MALIN SHIP REPAIR & DRY DOCK – GALVESTON, TEXAS 
OCEANIC VEGA - ANNUAL INSPECTION ON CRANES & DAVITS

Americas: Stowen Inc recently became approved 
service providers to Malin Ship Repair & Dry Dock; 
Galveston, Texas. 

Following on from acceptance of the MSA with Malin, 

Stowen were awarded a contract to carry out the 

annual inspections and re-certification of cranes, 

hoisting and rigging equipment on board the Oceanic 

Vega.

The inspection ensured that the equipment used for 

lifting operations are safe and fit for further service. 

This process is supported by the relevant paperwork 

in accordance with the pertinent regulations. 

The annual inspection was carried out to SI2307, 

SI2306 L.O.L.E.R. 1998 requirements. 

The initial requirement was to complete the annual 

inspections on the port and starboard ship to 

ship deck cranes, the gantry crane and the stern 

telescoping utility Pal finger crane.

Thanks to the proactive and client-focussed 

approach of Stowen, the vessel's Captain and 

Chief Engineer where quick to add additional work 

scopes.

Our aim during such inspections is not only to ensure 

compliance to current legislation but to provide our 

client with comprehensive safety documentation, 

future recommendations and to reduce the risk of 

premature failure resulting in expensive down time 

and repair.

On completion of all inspections the reports were 

available via the Stowen Inspection Reporting 

Intelligence System Portal (SIRIS).

We would like to extend our thanks to all personnel 

on site for their help and assistance during the work 

scopes.  We look forward to working with Malin Ship 

Repair and Dry Dock & the Oceanic Vega team in the 

future.
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Q3 and Q4 of 2016 saw Stowen undertaking 

comprehensive upgrade and maintenance work 

scopes for a client on a Mobile Offshore Drilling 

Unit (MODU) in the Middle East.

Stowen mobilised multi-disciplined construction 

personnel and equipment from our UK and USA 

facilities to undertake the comprehensive work scope, 

carried out quayside in a ship repair facility.

With temperatures soaring to 54ºC, undertaking 

heavy construction work was a real challenge for 

the onsite team.  Stowen’s UAE project support staff 

were able to provide vital supplies of additional safety 

equipment and products to ensure safe working could 

continue throughout the day, maintaining the clients 

tight work schedule.

In addition to personnel, Stowen supplied specialist 

materials for the electrical, mechanical and piping 

scopes. Utilising our support bases in the UAE, UK, 

and USA, Stowen were able to ensure timely delivery 

and seamless logistical execution.

 

 

 

Stowen's professionalism, "can-do" attitude and 

proactive approach to staff safety further assisted 

the client in closing out additional “11th-Hour” work 

scopes and completion of punch list items. 

The following work scopes were completed using 

Stowen’s structural, electrical, piping and mechanical 

rope access personnel:

• Installation of NOV catwalk machine

• Installation of new shakers

• Installation of new helideck lighting system

• Installation of new platforms on the derrick

• Replacement of mud system HP valves

• Replacement of rotary table

• Replacement of helideck fire-monitor piping 

system

• Replacement of shaker house fire and gas 

system

• Replacement of rig lighting

• Cleaning and painting of drilling package sub-

structure and cantilever

All construction and inspection was overseen by 

ABS, with Stowen compiling Data Dossiers for client 

and ABS acceptance.

CONTRACTS 
COMPLETEDINSIDE STOWEN

ISO 14001 AND OHSAS 18001

Q4 2016 saw Stowen gaining ISO14001 and 

OHSAS 18001 certification across the group.  

Ensuring and demonstrating compliance is a 

fundamental ethos for Stowen.  Within 3 months of 

the company opening we secured DNV approved 

ISO 9001 and it was a natural progression to add the 

14001 and 18001.  These standards show the level of 

commitment in Stowen to both the health and safety 

of all personnel involved in and around Stowen but 

Stowen’s commitment to creating a strong and lasting 

environmental strategy.

Stowen express great thanks and appreciation to our 

Corporate QHSE Manager Bob Catchpole for making 

this significant milestone for us.

IRATA & SPRAT MEMBERSHIP

Stowen were successfully audited and awarded 

probationary membership for Rope Access 

Services.  

Kieron Ford (Technical Director) has been leading 

the charge on this extremely important accreditation 

for us.

Executing rope access work scopes in accordance 

with such standards was never going to be enough to 

satisfy the demands Stowen puts on itself to ensure 

safety compliance, so making the step to gain this 

accreditation was very satisfying. 

Following extensive process review and a successful 

external audit, Stowen’s membership status was duly 

granted.

ABS APPROVED SERVICE PROVIDER – HULL THICKNESS GAUGING

Stowen have been successfully audited by the 
American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) and awarded 
approved service provider status for Hull Gauging. 

This accreditation enables Stowen to provide 

services which ABS Surveyors may rely on to make 

decisions affecting class or statutory surveys.  The 

accreditation compliments the existing suite of QHSE 

certifications and compliance memberships already 

held within Stowen globally.

The quality and robustness of Stowen Inspection and 

Integrity division was so impressive, ABS awarded 

full approval status without the need for the 3-month 

probationary period.

I offer great thanks to the Stowen QHSE business unit 

for their continued outstanding efforts in maintaining 

Stowen’s compliance in an ever demanding sector.

BOB CATCHPOLE - 
QHSE MANAGER
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WORK SOMEWHERE THAT TAPS INTO YOUR 
FULL POTENTIAL.

Stowen continually push the 
boundaries for engineering firsts, 
technical breakthroughs and safety 
and environmental excellence.

If you would like a career where 
everyone’s perspective is valued 
and where everyone is able to make 
an impact, get in touch. 

careers@stowengroup.com

www.stowengroup.com
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