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INTRODUCTION  
FROM THE CEO

2018 produced a year of exceptional 
operating performance, important  
strategic progress and continued change. 

 

We have delivered strong results across the 

business with the largest revenue generated in the 

history of the company. This mix has ensured we 

are well positioned to continue to deliver value 

The most significant development was the strategic 

acquisition of a Lowestoft based Machining facility.  

This expansion to Stowen’s onshore manufacturing 

facilities, follows the company’s takeover of 

Fabrication facilities at the same site – previously 

occupied by AKD Engineering. This expansion is 

potentially the most significant milestone on the 

Stowen journey to-date! 

It marks a real commitment to the local area and 

provides an excellent subcontract engineering 

service that compliments the existing services 

currently offered. The acquisition secured the jobs 

of existing personnel and has also resulted in a 

recruitment drive, with a focus on apprentices.  

There has been significant investment in the site in 

the last 6 months, with funds for new state of the 

art CNC machinery scheduled for Q3 2019.

 

2018 saw strong growth in the services offered to 

the renewables sector and that trend has continued 

into 2019. Stowen Clean Energy has significant 

depth of knowledge in the inspection and Asset 

integrity arena that has enabled us to secure long 

term inspection contracts with major operators

In the carbon fuel market, April ’19 saw Oil prices 

are sitting at a 30% year to date increase. This 

trend looks set to continue through the summer 

months due to a combination of supply side factors 

with Libya posing the largest Geopolitical risk to oil 

markets. Despite the steady rise in prices, the oil 

majors face a dual challenge of emissions reduction 

whilst meeting the rising demand for energy.  

Throughout 2019, Stowen will continue to evolve the 

organizational culture and capability of the group to 

make sure we are best positioned to embrace the 

changes and challenges we continue to see both 

on a microeconomic level with the impending Brexit 

(or threat of) and the significant shift in the energy 

mix.   

MATHEW OWEN

PRESIDENT - CEO

JACK-UP MODIFICATIONS  
& PIPEWORK UPGRADES  
Q1 2019 Stowen were awarded a contract utilising our 
integrated technical services. Undertaking various 
modifications and upgrades, Stowen managed all 
scopes from initial Survey through to commissioning 
and sign off of MRB documentation packs. 

 
SURVEY
On arrival of the asset at its dockside location, a 
platform survey was undertaken by Stowen, with 
dimensions issued to the client for inclusion in the 
detailed work packs and AFC drawings. 

FABRICATION
On issue of the drawings, our onshore UK 
manufacturing facility completed fabrication of: Burner 
boom oil line spools 4 & 6 inch and overboard relief lines 
10 & inch and all pipe supports. Materials were sourced 
and procured from Stowen, with all welding activities 
running in accordance to our client-approved weld 
procedures completed by our multi-coded welders. UT 
inspection was then completed on-site before painting. 
Client ITP was signed off before Stowen managed the 
logistics of the spools to site location. Full MRB packs 

were issued to the client. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION

Our in-house project manager mobilised our multi-
skilled rope access teams, all equipment and materials 
to site. Personnel trades comprised of construction  
supervisor, platers, welders, pipe fitters, NDT techs,  
painters and firewatchers. Once Stowen’s personnel 
were underway actively completing agreed work scopes 
onsite, the client was confident to issue additional 
scopes to Stowen for completion. Stowen’s onsite 
construction supervisor resourced accordingly for the 
additional requirements to ensure all work scopes were 
completed for the imminent sail away.  
 
All works were completed on time, in budget and in a 

safe manner with no medical treatment cases or LTI’s.

 
SCOPES COVERED 
• Replacement of all Crane’s boom bolts

• Installation of Crane boom Access Platform

• Pot Water Tank Cleaning

• Bulk Tank Repairs

• Pre Load Tank Repairs

• Derrick Traveling Equipment 5 Yearly Replacement

• Main Deck Repairs

• Cantilever Skidding Claws Replacement

• Cantilever Drag Chain HP Hose Replacement

• Fabrication & Installation of 10” & 6”  Overboard 
Relief Lines

• Fabrication & Installation of 6” & 4” Oil Burner Boom 
Lines

• Barite Line Modifications

• Leg Ladder Repairs & Installation

• BOP Tension Jack Installation

IN THE FRAME
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At Stowen, we work in some of the world’s most 
dangerous and high-pressure locations. It’s vital that 
we take care of our employees mental health as 
much as their physical wellbeing.

Our most valuable assets are our employees, 
so Stowen takes great care to create an 
environment where staff can talk to us if they 

are experiencing issues with their mental health. Our 
QHSE advisor is also a trained mental health first-

aider, so we can intervene early to help our staff when 
they need it.

This keeps our staff safe and healthy, but also ensures our 
projects and the lives of people working on them aren’t put at risk. 

Each year mental ill-health  
costs the economy an estimated:

£94,000,000,000

The cost of poor mental health

working-age adults have symptoms  
associated with mental ill health

1 in 6

72,000,000
working days lost

to mental ill health

Stowen deployed a 3 x rope access team complete with specialist equipment to the  
North Sea Asset. On arrival our level 3 supervisor completed a site survey. From this, risk 
assessments, method statements and job cards were created. Utilising the first safe weather 
window, our multi-skilled rope access technicians dropped onto ropes and descended to the 
splash zone. The planned cold cutting works were completed in a safe and timely manner. 

ROPE ACCESS COLD CUTTING 
Stowen successfully completes cold cutting rope access activities. 
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ONSHORE 
SERVICES

SITE SERVICES

•   Surveys 

•   Engineering 

•   Construction 

•   Fabrication 

•   Inspection 

•   Electrical 

•   Project Management

•   Machining 

•   Rope Access &    
    & Confined Space

Stowen's onshore services located in Lowestoft, Suffolk specialises 
in providing High Integrity Structural & Pipework Fabrication, Heavy 
Machining and Engineering. 

Stowen's main Lowestoft facility covers 2.5 acres and is complemented by an adjacent 
dockside facility. Continuous inward investment in facilities, equipment and procedures, 
positions Stowen as one of the premier manufacturing sites in the UK today. 

With our integrated services all located on the same site, covering all aspects 
from design through to fabrication, machining, assembly and testing  
under one roof, we provide our clients with the knowledge that  
Stowen has complete control of delivering quality  
products on time.  
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FABRICATION

•   Structural Fabrication

•   Pipework Fabrication

•   Engineering

•   Dockside Loadouts

•   Bespoke Weld 
    Procedures

•    NDT Inspection

•    Pressure Testing

•    Blasting and Coating

• Dedicated Clean 
Workshop 

INSPECTION & TESTING

•   NDT Inspection

•   Statutory Inspection 

•   Crane Certification &   
    Load Testing 

•   Thread Inspection 

•   Heat Treatment 

MACHINING

•   Heavy General Precision              
     Engineering

•   Vertical Boring up to 2m

•   Horizontal Boring up to 8t

•   CNC Turning up to 1.2m

•   CNC Hollow Spindle Turning

•   CNC Milling up to 10t

•   Inspection & Drawing  
    Office Services

•   Machining Large  
    Fabricated  Assemblies
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With competent onshore and offshore Inspection Technicians, Stowen provides a trouble-
free answer to bring our clients in line with LOLER & PUWER regulations making our clients 
assets safe.

Combined with our offshore service of Inspection, Stowen also offer a full range of PPE 
& Rigging Equipment inspection providing our clients with access to our online reporting 
system giving a complete solution whilst our customers concentrate on their day to day 
operations.

STATUTORY INSPECTIONS 
From one-off inspections to complete asset management, Stowen 
provides a variety of options for our clients to ensure they remain 
compliant with current legislation.

RIG REACTIVATION AND 
UPGRADES 

Stowen were awarded a significant contract for 

a drilling rig, in the Middle East. Whilst work is 

still ongoing, the client has requested Stowen’s 

services on a second drilling asset, ensuring our 

client continuity of the high service they have 

become accustomed to from Stowen. Utilising our 

integrated services and turnkey approach, Stowen 

have the experience to complete all the diverse 

work scope packages on the project.

Mobilising personnel, equipment, materials and 

consumables from our onshore services in the 

UK, Stowen ensured all was in country on site, 

guaranteeing continuous working across all 

disciplines for the full duration of the project. 

Stowen’s on site Construction Manager worked 

alongside our client reacting to the demanding 

schedule, managing the 50 Stowen personnel on 

the project, overseeing and completing all onsite 

risk assessments, method statements and work 

packs. Safety is paramount to Stowen, with our 

QHSE advisor making regular visits and safety 

walkthroughs, this cements our commitment and 

has resulted in no medical treatment cases or LTI’s 

on the project. 

Scopes covered (but not limited to) 

• Derrick & Drilling Tool Refurbishment & 

Upgrade

• Replacement of all HP Mud Lines

• Replacement of  LP Flow Lines

• Replacement of Texas Deck

• Electrical Up Grades

• Hull Repairs 

• Accommodation, Structural & Piping Upgrades 

• BOP Control Upgrades

• Shale Shaker Upgrades

• Trip Tank Upgrades

• BOP Set back installation

• Choke & Kill System Upgrade

• Deluge & Fire Suppression System Upgrades

• Access Platform & Stairs fabrication & 

Installation

COLIN'S CORNER 
 
COLIN STEWART | TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
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New Appointments

David Knights – Operations Manager 

The board of Stowen Group Ltd are pleased to 

announce the appointment of David Knights as 

Operations Manager with effect from 20th October 

2018. Joining the Stowen Management team, David, 

will assume responsibility of the Onshore Services 

facility in Lowestoft, which includes engineering 

manufacturing workshops and site services.  David 

brings a wealth of engineering experience to the 

team with particular strengths in fabrication and 

structural services

  

 

 

Danielle Stebbings – Sales Executive 

Joining the sales team in March 2019, based out 

of the office at our onshore services in Lowestoft, 

Danielle is already out visiting existing and new 

clients, showcasing our full-service offering. 

Interested to learn more about our onshore 

services, please contact Danielle direct at: Danielle.

stebbings@stowengroup.com or call 07508 766534.

 

The appointments of David and Danielle is another 

significant marker in the continuous investment 

in facilities, plant, personnel and process at the 

Lowestoft facility and demonstrates the confidence 

Stowen has in the region.

New Offices in Newcastle
The new office based in Washington, Tyne and Wear 

will support the group's increased presence in the 

region, providing a base for local technical support. 

The new office will be headed up by Paul McGee – 

Technical manager (Piping & Mechanical), whose 

focus will be on liaising with new and existing clients 

and ensuring demand for the groups Technical 

Services from the region are met. The investment 

into the new facility, follows the successful launch 

of the groups Aberdeen office and Lowestoft based 

Onshore manufacturing facility in 2018.

 

Job Security 
The acquisition of the Stowen Ltd machine shop 

brings continued job security for all current machine 

shop staff, as well as the employment of an additional 

machinist and apprentice. 

This expansion to Stowen’s onshore manufacturing 

facilities, follows the company’s takeover of 

Fabrication facilities at the same site – previously 

occupied by AKD Engineering until 2015. The 

machining unit is a significant milestone in Stowen’s 

business plan of providing, full turnkey solutions 

across varied sectors.  

IN THE 
FRAME

APPRENTICESHIPS
 
Bridging the Skills Gap 
 
At a time when the Government announces that the 
uptake on apprenticeships are at an all-time low, Stowen 
proudly reports that apprentices make up 10% of our 
current workforce. 

Additional to the company’s in-house multiskilled 
tradesmen, Stowen have committed to apprenticeship 
schemes from East Coast College in Lowestoft working 
within the fabrication and machining divisions. 

Stowen don’t plan to stop there, bringing in additional 
apprentices, across both Fabrication and Machining.  

Our Apprentices: 
 
Jake Docwra - Fab level 2 

Additional training provided by Stowen has already 
allowed Jake to travel offshore to windfarm substations 
and turbines working as part of the core crew. 
Additional training booked will result in Jake finishing his 
apprenticeship a multiskilled tradesman, working across 
diverse sectors. 

Mitchell Crowe - Fab Level 3

Working on projects in our onshore fabrication shops on 
structural and piping scopes. Mitchell has also worked 
on-site large-scale upgrade projects – gaining valued 
working experience, in a busy construction environment. 

Nicky Mchugh - Fab Level 2 

First year of his apprenticeship, Nicky is working on his 
skills that he is being taught at college and integrating 
well with all the team. 

Joel Smith - Machining Level 3

Supporting experienced machinists within our heavy 
machine shop. Gaining valuable hands on experience 
on various machines including 5 axis, CNC lathes and 
vertical boring machines. 

INSIDE 
STOWEN
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Joel Smith - Machining Level 3

Nicky Mchugh - Fab Level 2



OUR SERVICES

We offer bespoke, turnkey solutions to our clients 

that cover a range of disciplines. Let us manage 

your project and provide our skilled workforce 

rather than dealing with multiple vendors and POs.

If you can't see the service you require listed, 

contact us.

www.stowengroup.com 
enquiries@stowengroup.com

CONSTRUCTION 
AND FABRICATION

On and offshore fabrication 
and construction services. 
From minor modifications to 
commissioning through to 
decommissioning. 

INSPECTION AND 
INTEGRITY

Innovative inspection 
techniques developed to 
minimise downtime and 
disruption to client operation.

ELECTRICAL AND 
INSTRUMENTATION  
SERVICES

Installation, inspection and testing of 
electrical systems to the up, down and 
midstream energy sectors using multi-
skilled rope access technicians.

PIPING AND 
MECHANICAL

Full piping services from 
engineering, design and 
fabrication through to 
installation, inspection and 
maintenance.

ENGINEERING, 
SURVEYING AND 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

In-house project and engineering teams 
work closely with our clients and our 
construction groups to ensure practical 
and efficient solutions are designed.

MACHINING

Specialising in precision CNC 
machining and manufacture of  
large/heavy components:

• CNC Milling up to 10 Tonnes

• Horizontal Boring up to 8 Tonnes

• Vertical Boring up to 2m 

• CNC Turning up to 1.2m

 

DRILLING PACKAGE 
UPGRADE

We undertake a complete 
turnkey service, from 
conceptual study to 
commissioning and closeout. 
One Vendor, One Contract!

ACCESS 
SOLUTIONS

All our multi-disciplined teams 
are IRATA and/or SPRAT 
accredited rope access 
technicians.  This reduces or 
eliminates the need for scaffold 
and scaffolders.

Printed on 100% recycled paper

CRANE SERVICE 
AND MAINTENANCE

Full crane inspection and 
compliance service for offshore 
and ship cranes as well as 
onshore plant cranes and mobile 
cranes. Stowen also supplies 
complete hydraulic, mechanical 
and electrical maintenance and 
repairs for crane pumps, motors, 
gearboxes and winches.

SITE SERVICES

Our onsite engineering, 
inspection and construction 
teams support a variety 
of sectors. Executing our 
multiskilled workforce and 
equipment to deliver our full 
integrated services globally to 
our clients site locations.


